6                 The Story of the Winged-S
The title has been chosen as expressing the main
subject to be discussed. It explains that the book deals
not with the author's individual work, but with the
ships, and with the efforts of various men who made
them possible. The author has taken the liberty of
mentioning a few facts of his own life, and his efforts
in starting the work and pushing it ahead. The
author considers himself not the individual creator,
but mainly a leader of a fine and loyal group of com-
petent aeronautical engineers, who were able to pro-
duce the work that is described in this book, and make
the success of the flying Clippers under the Winged
"S" possible.
The author wanted to make clear this fact, par-
ticularly with respect to the later period, contrasted
with the early years, when most of the work, including
complete engineering and test flying, was done by him
personally.
Finally, the author wishes to express his sincere
gratitude to Mr. Frank C. Dodd, on whose suggestion
and encouragement this book has been written and
published.